
La Cebadilla Buffelgrass Mapping 

Dear Neighbors, 

 As we indicated some time ago, the Board arranged for the Southern Arizona Buffelgrass 

Coordination Center (“SAB”) to conduct a survey of LCE and help us identify the instances of 

buffelgrass throughout our neighborhood.  This survey was conducted in November, and we 

have now received a written report and several maps that show the findings that SAB was able to 

make.  Please keep in mind that the survey was limited to the areas of lots that were visible from 

the road and the horse trails. SAB was instructed not to go onto all portions of all lots and make a 

comprehensive analysis of all property within LCE.   

 The good news is that there are quite a few lots that have no apparent buffelgrass (at 

least, not any visible from the road).  The bad news is that we have a number of lots, particularly 

those of us who live along Redington Road, who have some buffelgrass, and some of those lots 

have dense infestations.  This is not unexpected, as buffelgrass seeds tend to be distributed along 

roadways, and Redington of course has much heavier traffic than the side streets through LCE.  

Seeds can be blown from plants far away from LCE, and seeds can fall out of landscape trucks 

passing through LCE. 

 Buffelgrass is an insidious weed, legally identified under Arizona law as “noxious.”  It is 

a “quadruple” whammy in the sense that it: (1) was purposely introduced into the US, it is not 

native; (2) it is much more vigorous than our native desert vegetation, able to “out-compete” the 

natives for scarce water and other nourishment; (3) when it catches fire, it burns at a much higher 

temperature than native plants, resulting in a more destructive fire that kills native species, 

including the Saguaro; and (4) after a devastating fire that kills off the native plants, the 

buffelgrass replenishes itself very quickly from deep root stocks and seeds that survive the fire.  

As you can imagine, an area of desert that survives more than one buffelgrass fire could end up 

with virtually nothing but buffelgrass afterwards.  We strongly encourage you to view the 

website at buffelgrass.org. There is helpful identification information, as well as video footage 

showing the incredible heat generated by a buffelgrass fire.   

    With the extensive rains we have had in the last few days, as well as over the last six 

months, SAB is expecting buffelgrass to rebound quickly and heartily this spring.  As soon as 

buffelgrass plants start to show extensive green growth, they can be efficiently and permanently 

killed with sprays (such as Roundup).  (In most years, this green period occurs during the 

monsoons, but this year experts expect it to also occur this spring.)  In addition, while the ground 

is wet and soft, the plants can be effectively dug up, but for digging to be successful, the whole 

root complex must be diligently removed.  Then, you must dispose of the plant in a manner that 

prevents the seeds from blowing away and creating a new source of infestation.  Throwing the 

pile in a wash behind your house simply magnifies the problem.    

 The Board will be contacting residents whose lots appear to have higher buffelgrass 

populations.  In the meantime, if any resident wants to see the report and maps generated by 

SAB, please contact Tim Demers at tfdemers@gmail.com.  The maps are larger files that are not 

easily printed, but are viewable on a computer screen, and we can email them to you.     
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